
CO Wetso Gun-Marie 2011

1

Lillehammer mars 2014, NERA



A background to the case study….

Play process, intervention of special educational
activities in (Pre)school. 
When activities stimulate learning, social 
integration and reduced exclusion (Wetso 2006)
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Summary of my earlier research project

This thesis expounds special educational development work in 
- Preschools 
- Preschool classes and
- School classes  N=40 children, 37

Data were collected during 1994-99, and were then processed and
analysed during 2002-06

The work originates from a bottom-up perspective and is based on 
action research.

6 girls and 
17 boys

2 girls and 
8 boys 3 girls and 

2 boys
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First findings:
40 children (N), 11 girls and 29 
boys in nine school districts were 
identified to be in need of directed 
support, (37 followed up)

- as they did not get involved in 
the school’s daily programmes 
and activities. 

- the teachers need education and 
pedagogical support

- We could spoke about 
pedagogical excluded children

Underactivily Girls Boys
In preschool 5(1) 11(4) 
Preschool class 0         3
School 3         2

Overactivily Girls       Boys
In preschool 0        5
Preschool class 2        4(1)
School 0        2 

In balance
In preschool 1(1) 1
Preschool class (1)(1)  1(5)(5)
School (1)(4)   (5)(5)

Table 1. children's activity level at 
starting point, in () following up 
observations of children's activity 
level,  on there way to be included 
and active, in green () in balance, 
the child was included and motivated 
for activities.
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The big challenge in the pedagogical room 

An imbalance between the individual, pedagogical support,
interchange with others and the use of materials became 
clear.

The relationship
individual-activity-environment (Leontiev)showed that the 
children in my study either exploited or did not fully make 
use of the resources in “the pedagogical room”.

Something must be 
done…. 

to change the 
pedagogical situation
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The purpose of this thesis was:
to follow up what happened when work is 
initiated for changing this predicament 

We start to build up a concept for each school 
team (intervention of activities).

Four activities were introduced:
1. education, interchange meetings about 
play, learning, communication, theory and 
practical application;

2. running supervision of teachers about the 
play process combined with;

3. the practical use of the play process; and

4. conversations with parents.
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Triangulation has    
been used to collect
and 
analyse data

Leontiev’s Activity theory has been used to highlight 
how behavioural patterns changed and developed 
among the children and adults.

The focus is here one: 
imbalances, needs – motives – actions – goals and 

what happened with the needs, motives, actions and 
goals over time

Observations in the 
environment
Intervjuers with parentes 
and teachers
Loggs, videomaterial
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Anton - One of nine cases

The ”boy without words” –
a case study – what can we learn?

What happened with the children on their
way trough the school? What are they doing
today?

To st the playprocess and try to reach the goal a first ntact a
y hard workThe formative work process described in follow-up conversations 

with work teams and parents.
In this new data collection 2013-2014 I decided to ask one of the 
children about his experience.   
Retrospective data describe the change processes.
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The actions of the teacher served 
to guide the child.
Eye-ear contact, role play and 
support through materials 
stimulated the child to assimilate 
concepts and language.

Anton got diagnose
Autism at the age of three
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Preschool - preschoolclass – primary - secondary – upper secondary – University
1-5 years 6 year 7-12 year 12-16 year 16-19 year year 19-22 
Classmates  
Parents

Teachers followed the class, 
the schoolteams overlapped the gap between the schools

Anton told me his story
Smart planning – inter Change 
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Antons Social motives: 
”I want to be like all the others” 

”I have friends – I am included. We can help each
other. I can see the others and they can see my  
rescourses.”

”We learn in different ways and change
experiences.”

”All the teachers were there for me - the hole time
- when I needed ” 

Motives for learning (goals) 

Pedagogical
motives:

Psycological
motivs: 
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From crisis to harmoni and from 
pedagogical and social exclusion to
pedagogical and social inclusion

Mom… the situation was
terrible. I dreamed about that
Anton could speak just one
world and be involved and 
invited to play and 
communicate. 
The dream has come true, this
is more than a dream. 
It funktion so well – he lives
his own life now – he can
handle everything –he study –
and take care of the daily
activities .
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Life long learning …. 

Early intervention, co-operation with parents, planning for 
professional interchange gives children like Anton a chans.
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