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Abstract 

Climatic change has sparked a broad range of responses on all societal levels. New initiatives and 
negotiations, scientific findings, and technological developments, have established a novel framework 
for policymaking and industrial abatement investments. Lessons on the evolving framework should 
be analysed and utilised to handle the dynamic reality of climate policymaking processes. 

Governments in the majority of economies only have an indirect and long-term influence on reducing 
industrial emissions, as they do not own the emitting operations. As representing one-third of the 
global carbon dioxide emissions, industry is therefore a key stakeholder group in whether or not the 
political agenda will be fulfilled. How industry perceives that obstacles and opportunities affect 
investment calculi are thus important. Hence, policymakers should facilitate policy learning (PL) to 
aid the creation of effective and efficient political agendas. This is important to acknowledge the 
policy and investment experiences of industrial actors and to deal with a number of plausible 
investment obstacles identified under the novel framework. 

Taking stock of PL and other policy theories, this thesis is aimed to develop recommendations for 
facilitating PL and thus contributing to more effective and efficient climate policy frameworks. The 
results highlight the role of industry in abatement and political strategies where policymakers need to 
gain knowledge on how industries perceive abatement investment obstacles and how these may be 
bridged. The intrinsic learning values of government-industry negotiated agreements (NAs) are 
emphasised and a framework for operationalising PL through NA designs is developed. PL is 
furthermore identified as important, and NAs are recommended as a policy instrument, to fill 
knowledge gaps identified in two case-studies of promoting complex and novel industrial operations. 
This thesis also recommends a participatory policy evaluation tool that is sensitive to industrial 
competitiveness and establishes a forum for discussions on perceived investment obstacles and 
opportunities under different conditions. The results are not aimed to provide a blueprint for a 
comprehensive climate policy framework but as a contribution to literature and the incremental 
learning that this thesis strongly promotes.  
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