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Abstract  

Language is affected by the society in which it is used. Men and women have not had 
the same status in society, which means that the language used about them may 
potentially be different. A domain in society that was created for men is sports, yet, 
nowadays women also feature in sports. The aim of this study is to explore how women 
and their performances in sports are represented in newspapers. Previous research in 
the field of language, gender and sports has found that women are not depicted in the 
same way as men (Lundquist Wanneberg, 2011; Bissel, 2006; Segrave, McDowell and 
King III, 2006). To study how women are represented in sports articles, six articles 
about female athletes were analyzed through Critical Discourse Analysis. The analysis 
was based on Fairclough and Wodak’s (2010) framework that focuses on the domains 
of representation, relations and identities. These domains were divided into five 
categories: terms used to refer to the athletes, attributes, performance, sport 
descriptions and emotions. This allowed an analysis which showed how the world of 
sports views women, how women are represented as athletes, and the relation between 
the athletes and their sports. The analysis showed that women are depicted as ‘female’ 
athletes, not just athletes. This could be found through the usage of, for example, the 
noun and possessive marker women’s, which is used as a premodifier to describe the 
sports throughout the texts. It was also found that the world of sports is normally one 
where men are active and therefore it had to be explained when women were excellent 
at their sport, even when compared to men. This could be found through the usage of 
explanatory language, which clearly stated that the female athletes in question are or 
can be better than men.  
 
 
Keywords: discourse, women, sports, representation, newspapers, Critical Discourse 
Analysis, CDA  
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1 Introduction  

In our society, there have been and are still perceived differences between women and 
men. Men have often had power while women have had a subordinate role in society, 
for example: women had to fight for, and got the right to vote years after men got the 
right to do so (Eckert &McConnel-Ginet, 2003). These differences between women and 
men can be revealed through studying language in the media. Language reflects society 
and this means that the words and grammatical structures used for men and women 
have the potential to show how women and men are viewed in the eyes of society. When 
talking about women’s performances, it is more common that things unrelated to the 
performance is mentioned or talked about, for example hair styles. In comparison, 
descriptions of men’s performances are more related to the actual performance. 
Language is important because through language, people learn about mathematics, 
history, philosophy and many other aspects of life. Language is a tool for people to 
communicate, and language is used to create meaning and identities.  
 Language is used in the news to distribute information on what is 
happening in the world. This includes news coverage of sports. Sports can, just as 
language, be a tool for forming identities (Meân & Halone, 2010) and are a central part 
of many people’s lives. Just as people read the news to keep up with what is happening 
in the world, people are reading newspapers to see how an important game went the 
previous night or how an athlete is getting ready for a forthcoming big competition. 
Historically, sports were something for men only (Lundquist Wanneberg, 2011). But 
women in sports are nothing out of the ordinary today, or are they? There are still 
obstacles related to gender and other factors which make it more difficult for women 
(and others) to experience fair representation (Meân & Halone, 2010).  
 This study investigates how women are represented in sports media. The 
language used about women in sports media is interesting to study due to the fact that 
sports were created for men (Lundquist Wanneberg, 2011). During the last decade 
there has also been an increase in the number of articles written about sports (Meân & 
Halone, 2010). Language can show how women in sports are regarded in the eyes of 
society.  
 The main goal of this study is to see how women in sports are represented 
in the news, through the usage of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). CDA focuses on 
language use in relation to social and cultural processes, not language in itself 
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(Fairclough & Wodak, 2010). In this study, the following research questions will be 
addressed:  
 

1. How are the female athletes referred to in selected news articles?  
2. What kind of qualities are attributed to the female athletes in the selected news 

articles? 
3. How are the female athletes’ performances represented in the selected news 

articles?  
4. How are the sports in the selected news articles represented? 
5. What emotions are ascribed to the female athletes in the selected news articles?  

 
These questions will hopefully make it possible to see how women are represented in 
sports media and how the fact that they are women affects the language used about 
them. Gender is culturally and socially constructed (Eckert & McConnell-Ginet), which 
means that the different genders will most likely be described in different ways.  

2 Background and review of literature  

Previous research has found that language used about men and women in the media 
and society as a whole is different. In the following two sections there will be a 
summary of some of the results previous research has revealed by studying gender, 
women and language. Then follows a section about language, sports and gender. 
 

2.1 Gender and language  

During the last decades there has been a growing amount of research regarding the 
relation between language and gender. There are many ways to study gender and 
language. One of the most inflectional areas within this research concerns the way 
women and men use language. Within that area there are many well-known 
researchers, for example, Robin Lakoff (1973) and Jennifer Coates (2016). In this study 
the focus is put on the way language is used about women. 
 When studying the relation between gender and language it is important 
to note that women have not had the same status in society as men have had. Women 
got the right to vote years after men were given the opportunity, both in the US and in 
Great Britain. The first-time women voted in the US was in 1919 (Eckert &McConnel-
Ginet, 2003). Coulmas (2013) claims that women have had less power in society and 



   3 
 

that this is reflected in language use. There are, for example, sex-specific variations in 
language that are often seen as a way of expressing and reinforcing the difference in 
power between the sexes (p, 45). One example of this is the convention that women 
who marry often take their husband’s surname rather than the other way around (p. 
46).  
 When Talbot (1998) explains the relation between society and language, 
she claims that the social divisions in society, when it comes to gender, are reflected in 
language use.  One example of how language use shows the way society views gender 
are the honorific titles that have traditionally been used for women: Miss and Mrs. Men 
only have one honorific title, and this shows the importance society has placed on 
women’s marital status (p, 14). Today, however, there is a third honorific title that can 
be used for women, Ms, which is, according to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
(2010), used when the marital status is not important or when the speaker does not 
want to convey that information about themselves or another. This shows that the 
language used about women is affected by society, its norms and stereotypes.  
 Eckert & McConnel-Ginet (2003) claim that gender structures in society 
are present in everyone’s lives, throughout their lives (p, 9). Gender can be regarded as 
a social arrangement and language is part of what constructs and keeps the categories 
of male and female. An example of how language mirrors these constructions of male 
and female in society is how a couple is usually presented. The convention is to say Mr. 
Anderson before Mrs. Anderson (p, 34). To explain this, the authors turned to history, 
where they found that grammarians argued, already during the sixteenth century, that 
men are superior to women, and should therefore be mentioned first.  
 How women are supposed to look and behave is constantly shaped by 
magazines, advertising and fashion. These magazines and advertisements are aimed at 
women, which affects how the texts are written (Talbot, 1998). Niquita Karlsson (2018) 
studied how women over 50 years old are portrayed in the media and found that age 
was always a factor in the studied texts. Their age was often explicitly stated and other 
aspects related to ageing were commented on as well. Wang (2009) claims that media 
directed to men or women often convey different messages about womanhood and 
manhood, depending on which gender the material is aimed towards. A genre of 
writing that is traditionally written for men are sports articles. Therefore, it will be 
interesting to see how women are represented in these texts. 
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2.2 Sports and language 

Sports are central to many people’s lives: it can be found everywhere around us, in the 
media and in school, for example. In an article by Meân and Halone (2010), the authors 
claim that the social, cultural and psychological significance of sports is often 
underrated, even though sports are central to many people’s lives. Sports are often seen 
as entertainment, although it can be a part of constructing identities and is a prominent 
part of the western culture. Sports have become something that is seen and practiced 
every day and has therefore become trivial to many people. There are still barriers that 
people in sports face in relation to participation and fair representation because of race, 
ethnicity, sexuality, disability, age and gender, however.  
 It is known that sports were created as a male institution, and for a long 
time it was men who dominated the sports scene. Today, sports are open to many 
women as well, thanks to the gradual change that has occurred (Lundquist Wanneberg, 
2011). Lundquist Wanneberg (2011) goes back through time to study how the 
representation of elite sportswomen has changed over the last decades in Sweden. Her 
claim is that equality in sports is not yet reached (p. 266). This claim is based on the 
objectification and sexualization of sportswomen that can be seen in the media and in 
advertisements that have to do with sports. The author begins in the 1960s and 1970s 
and compares the metaphors used for men and women. Men were often portrayed as 
strong, using similes. This creates sentences like “strong as a bear” (Lundquist 
Wanneberg, 2011, p. 268). Men were also often described using the measurements of 
their bodies, how tall they were, as well as the size of their muscles and such.  This 
shows that it is not only sportswomen that have been described through their 
appearances. The claim is, however, that when men are objectified the objectification 
is more related to performance than the objectification of women. Women were instead 
described through things irrelevant to their performance, for example hairstyles, 
clothes and similar things (Lundqvist Wanneberg, 2011, p. 275). The articles about 
women in sports have become less openly sexist as women have become more and 
more accepted on the sports scene. They are, however, not depicted in the same way as 
men (p. 276).  
 That sports have traditionally been something for men is something that 
Mawson (2006) agrees with. Sports require personality traits that have been ascribed 
to men, such as competitiveness and aggressiveness. All sports have a set of written 
game rules, though it could be said that the rules in sports are more than the official 
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rules. There are also ethical standards when it comes to behavior and social values that 
play in. These values and unofficial rules are different for men and women (p, 19f). 
Today, the expectations of women in sports have grown closer to the expectations of 
men (p. 27), but they are still not consistent. It is still an insult to compare a man’s 
athletic behavior to a woman’s, but it is praise for a woman to be compared to a man, 
according to Wachs (2006).  
 Women’s participation in sports is often marginalized. Language is a tool 
that can be used to make women seem inferior to men. Through the use of women’s 
before sporting events (e.g. women’s football) with female participants it is shown that 
these sports are different or something other than regular sports, i.e. sports with male 
participants (Segrave, McDowell & King III, 2006). When it comes to naming the 
participants in sports, the words used for women are often patronizing. Words such as 
girl, sweetie, doll, young ladies and so on may be used. Segrave, McDowell and King 
III (2006, p. 33) claim that: 
 

By concentrating on looks and sex appeal rather than athletic performance, women are not 
only symbolically denied athleticism but they are also forced to conform to standard, 
stereotypical, and ultimately constraining ideals of femininity.  
 

This means that the way women are portrayed in sports articles actually has an effect 
on women and on their athletic ability.  
 In a study about female tennis players, Bissel (2006) found that the news 
coverage for female tennis players was nowhere near the coverage for male tennis 
players. This is despite the fact that there are as many women as men competing in the 
different tournaments, and that there are the same number of tournaments for both 
women and men.  
 In a study by Duncan et al. (as cited in Bissel 2006, p. 174), it was found 
that the adjectives used to describe male and female athletes were different. For men 
it was words like big, strong and brilliant while women were frustrated, vulnerable 
and panicking, which are important findings also for this degree project.  The language 
used in articles about women in tennis often emphasizes weakness instead of the 
strength an athlete might have shown during the same match. By using an informal 
language and a gendered language, i.e. a language that differs according to the sex of 
the person spoken or written about, the writers of tennis articles about female tennis 
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players have made tennis into something that is better performed by men (Bissel, 
2006).  

3 Methods and material 

This study uses Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to analyze how women in sports 
articles are represented. CDA is a methodology that addresses the way texts reproduce 
inequality and power (Lundqvist Wanneberg, 2011). This methodology also allows a 
focus on the connection between texts and the texts’ social context (Lê & Lê, 2009). 
CDA highlights the linguistic and discursive nature of social relationships, and every 
use of language makes its own contribution to reproducing and, perhaps, transforming 
culture and society (Fairclough & Wodak, 2010).  
 

3.1 Methodological framework 

When using CDA it is important to note that: “[…] every instance of language use makes 
its own small contribution to reproducing and/or transforming society and culture, 
including power relations” (Fairclough & Wodak, 2010, p. 103).  
 There are three domains of life that are useful to distinguish since they 
may be discursively constituted namely representation, identities and relations 
(Fairclough & Wodak, 2010). The domains are the representation of the world, people’s 
personal and social identities and social relations between people. The way language is 
used to narrate these domains is of interest since it shows how people are viewed and 
how power structures are formed in society (p. 103). In their study, Fairclough and 
Wodak (2010) analyze an interview with Margret Thatcher using this framework. The 
analysis shows how the power relation between the interviewer and interviewee is 
established, as well as how Thatcher sees the world and the people in it. They analyze 
this through identifying phrases and sentences found in the interview that address the 
previously mentioned domains. An example that illustrates the domain of social 
relations is Thatcher’s use of the indefinite pronoun you. Fairclough and Wodak (2010) 
claim that by using you instead of one, Thatcher aims to give the impression of her 
being an ordinary person, just like her voters.  
 The framework used by Fairclough and Wodak (2010) and the domains in 
it will be used in the present study. Both the representation of the world of sports and 
the representation of the athletes and the relations between them will be the main focus 
of interest.  
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 The representation of women’s world of sports can be found through 
studying how the author writes descriptions about the sport in question. The identities 
of the athletes will be analyzed through studying how they are referred to and how their 
performances are described. When analyzing the way performances are described, the 
relation between the athletes and their sport, team members and the author will also 
become apparent.  
 The features that will be analyzed are: terms/words that refer to the 
athletes, attributes, performances, sport description and emotions.  In the beginning 
there was an additional category, that of personality. It turned out, however, that 
personality and emotions were so closely connected that personality was not needed to 
be able to analyze the material. These features were chosen because, together, they 
provide an overview of how women are represented in sports. The author refers to the 
athletes in different ways with different terms. It can be through the usage of names, 
nationality and so on. Attributes show which qualities are ascribed to the athlete(s). 
These qualities can be in relation to looks, for example adjectives such as tall, or in 
relation to other facts, such as age. The performance category deals with the way the 
athletes’ performances are described. It could be an excellent performance or a poor 
one. Sport descriptions show how the sport and perhaps how women’s world of sports 
is described. The last category is emotions and it shows which emotions the athlete(s) 
experience or show, according to the author. It can be adjectives, such as happy or 
confident.  
 In some of the articles, there are other voices than that of the author. 
Through quotes the athlete’s and coach’s voice came through and this was also 
considered in the analysis, since the way they position themselves (and others) in 
relation to the sport is of interest to this study. A tool for the analysis of these categories 
is a checklist, provided in table 1 below, which was used as a visual and organizational 
device. When a word or a phrase from one of the articles could fit into one of the 
categories, that word, sentence or structure was placed into the table. This ensured that 
the researcher could go back and find these instances again. It also made it easier for 
the researcher to find similarities between the language used in the different articles.  
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Table 1: An analytic checklist used in the analysis of women in sports 

 Author’s voice Athlete’s voice Coach’s/team’s 
voice 

Terms/words referring 
to the athletes  

   

Attributes    

Performance     

Sport descriptions     

Emotions    

  

3.2 Data  

The articles used came from either Canadian newspapers or English newspapers, due 
to convenience of access. I was also more familiar with the newspapers in these two 
countries, than, for example, the newspapers in the US or Australia. There were six 
articles that were analyzed: Two from The Guardian, one from The Telegraph, one 
from Edmonton Journal and one from Calgary Herald1. The articles were published 
between February 2019 and April 2019, which ensured that the articles were quite new 
and would therefore show how women in sports are portrayed in news media today 
(2019). The articles were about women in sports and, to narrow it down, the articles 
chosen were either about a female athlete or a team of female athletes. There may, of 
course, be differences in the language used about teams and individuals. This study 
does, however, only focus on the differences between the language used about men and 
women. To analyze the way the athletes’ previous and future performances were 
described the articles chosen had a connection to previous or future performances.   
 Finding sports articles that fell under the criterion of being about women 
in sports with a connection to athletic performance seemed difficult in the beginning 
of the data collection, as there are simply many more articles about men in sports. 
However, it was not as difficult as was expected beforehand. There are women in sports 
and there are articles about them and their performances.  
 The shortest article is 117 words and the longest is 961 words long, 
excluding the main titles, but some headlines within the texts were included. The 

 
1 The sixth article was published in both Edmonton Journal and Calgary Herald 
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average number of words is 685. The articles are about different athletes in different 
sports. The articles from the Canadian newspapers are about soccer players, tennis 
players and a boxer. The articles from the English newspapers are about soccer players, 
hockey players and a runner.  

4 Analysis 

The articles will be analyzed one at a time. A short summary of what the article is about 
will be presented first, and that will be followed by a detailed analysis. In some cases, 
the author is the only voice in the article, but in some articles, there are quotes, which 
will be analyzed as well.  
 

4.1 Laura Muir in The Guardian 

The first article “Laura Muir sets sights on double-double at European Indoor 
Championships” (Ingle, 2019) was published in the English newspaper The Guardian 
and is about a runner who is getting ready for a future competition. In this article, 
previous performances and future goals are presented. The article also contains a few 
quotes from the athlete and her coach. These quotes show how the athlete sees herself 
and her sport and the coach provides yet another view which shows how people within 
the sport in question consider the female athletes.  
 The athlete is referred to through the usage of both first and last name 
twice in the article. The first usage of this is already in the first sentence of the article:  
 
 Excerpt 1 

“The last time Laura Muir raced at a major championships in Glasgow, the hype 
and hope weighted her down like an anvil” (Ingle, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
The athlete is introduced in the beginning of the text, and both first and last name are 
used at this point. She is referred to through the usage of only last name four times 
throughout the text, for example in this sentence:  
 
 Excerpt 2 

“To add to Muir’s challenge, she also has to race in the heats of the 1500m two 
and a half hours’ before the 3,000m” (Ingle, 2019, emphasis added). 
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She is never referred to through the usage of an honorific title, i.e. Miss, Mrs or Ms. 
This shows that her marital status is not of importance.  
 The other two times the athlete is referred to is through the usage of 
nationality:  
  
 Excerpt 3 

“However, the Scot is confident of rising to the challenge” (Ingle, 2019, emphasis 
added) 

 
and through her age: 
  
 Excerpt 4 

“If all goes to plan the 25-year-old will claim 3,000m gold on Friday night and 
then rapidly follow it up with a 1500m title on Sunday” (Ingle 2019, emphasis 
added) 

 
That nationality is used (excerpt 3) shows that the athlete’s original home is of 
importance. Athletes often compete for their hometown or country in major 
championships and people are proud of the athletes that come from the same place as 
themselves. This can also be said about her age. When age is used as a way to refer to 
the athlete, it may show that it is a very important factor. Age is, in this example, placed 
early in the sentence, and instead of referring to the athlete by name, the author has 
chosen to use her age instead. This makes it seem like age is more important than her 
name.  
 It is clear throughout the article that she is a good athlete. She is attributed 
as one, but the way she is attributed also shows the importance put on the fact that she 
is a woman: 
 
 Excerpt 5 

“…an achievement that would not only repeat her success in Belgrade two years 
ago but also make her the first person, male or female, to ever achieve a “double-
double” at these championships” (Ingle 2019, emphasis added)  

 
In excerpt 5 the athlete is referred to as the first person. It seems as if it is not clear, 
however, what first person means. Since she is a woman, it might have been explicitly 
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stated what first person refers to. According to the author it is not obvious that women 
can be as good as or even better than men at sports.  
 The athlete’s performances that are mentioned in the article are described 
using a single verb and then later, a verb phrase: 
 
 Excerpt 6 

“Now, five years on from flopping at the Commonwealth Games, Muir is relishing 
the chance to make history at the European Indoor championships” (Ingle, 2019, 
emphasis added) 

 
Excerpt 7  
 “Muir proved her form a fortnight ago, by smashing the British indoor mile 
record by more than five seconds, but there were suggestions afterwards that her 
racing spikes may have been a prototype and thus illegal” (Ingle, 2019, emphasis 
added) 
 

It can be argued that in both excerpts, the whole sentences describe the performances 
of the athlete. In excerpt 7, there is more than just the descriptive phrase that is of 
interest. Another interesting aspect in excerpt 7, that is related to performance, is when 
the author says that the athlete has smashed the indoor mile record. Here the author 
has left out a clarification such as the one used when the athlete could be the first 
person, male or female. The record mentioned in this sentence is the record for 
women, but this is not clarified in the article. The clarification seems to be needed when 
a woman is better than a man, but not when a woman sets a record that is not a record 
for men as well.  
 Emotions can have an effect on the athlete’s performances:  
  
 Excerpt 8 

“The last time Laura Muir raced at a major championships in Glasgow, the hype 
and hope weighted her down like an anvil” (Ingle, 2019, emphasis added).  

 
Hype is not an emotion in itself, but is used, just as hope, to describe the way the athlete 
was feeling and the pressure she was under. These words, hype and hope, may have a 
positive connotation, but the following metaphor, “weighted her down like an anvil” 
shows that the way the athlete was feeling stopped her from performing as well as she 
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could, and perhaps, should have. The athlete herself says, in a quote from the article, 
that: 
 
 Excerpt 9 

“Five years ago I struggled with pressure quite a lot” (Ingle, 2019).   

 
This shows that both the author and athlete see the connection between performance 
and emotions. In another quote the athlete says: 

 
Excerpt 10 
“Now I have psychologically flipped things and it has worked really well” (Ingle, 
2019). 

 
In excerpt 10 we may see more proof that there may be a connection between the mind 
and performance. Through changing the psychological factor, the mind, the athlete has 
been able to perform in a better way.  
 In this article it was found that women are not expected to outperform 
men in sports. An example of this is the clarifications used when women are 
performing better than men: “…but also make her the first person, male or female, to 
ever achieve a “double-double” at these championships”. Clarifications like these were 
not used when women were performing better than other women, but not better than 
men. It seems like the fact that a woman is more successful than a man must be 
explicitly stated.  
 It was also found that the athlete was never referred to through the usage 
of only first name. Instead the usage of first and last name and then only last name was 
most common. Further, emotions also played a part in the description of the athlete 
and her performances.  
 

4.2 Manchester City in The Guardian 

This article is about female soccer players and how some teams have been performing 
in the games that have been going on. The article does not contain any quotes from the 
athletes or their coaches.  
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 There is more than one athlete mentioned in this article, so the usage of 
first and last name is very common and is found 14 times throughout the text. One 
example of a sentence where first and last name of the athletes are used is as follows:  
 
 Excerpt 11 

“The Scotland international Claire Emslie’s deflected shot put City ahead only for 
Liverpool to equalise from the penalty spot after a handball by the England 
captain, Steph Houghton, and a nailbiting finish ensued” (Brown-Finnis, 2019, 
emphasis added) 

 
In this sentence there are two athletes referred to through the usage of first and last 
name. This is the first time these two athletes are mentioned which seems to have an 
effect on how they are referred to; both first and last name seem to be needed. One of 
the athletes is, at the same time, referred to through the usage of her title, which is 
captain.  
 The athletes are given different attributes, which show how the athletes 
are described, for example, age, in various forms, is used:  
 
 Excerpt 12 

“An excellent performance from young Hannah Hampton” (Brown-Finnis, 2019, 
emphasis added)  
 

In excerpt 12 the athlete’s real age is not mentioned. Instead the author uses the 
adjective young, which is still a reference to the athlete’s age.  

 

Excerpt 13 

“…but she has never had a senior international cap and at 29, perhaps her chance 
will never come.” (Brown-Finnis, 2019, emphasis added) 

 
Age seems important once again. In excerpt 12 the usage of the adjective young may 
show that the athlete is a promising talent that has her career in front of her. In excerpt 
13 the athlete’s actual age is stated and seems to be something that can stop the athlete 
from reaching more success. The usage of age like this in an article about women in 
soccer shows that age may be seen as important when reporting their performances.  
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 The performances made by the different teams and athletes mentioned in 
this article are described in different ways, as seen in excerpt 14 and 15: 
 
 Excerpt 14 

“It was a brilliant result and a really professional performance, but I think it 
took a lot out of the players” (Brown-Finnis, 2019, emphasis added) 

 
In excerpt 14 the performance is described through the usage of a few words, these 
being: determiner, adverb, adjective and a noun, which makes it a noun phrase: it was 
a really professional performance. This may not, however, say much about how they 
performed with regard to what happened in the game. Excerpt 15 is also connected to 
performance: 
 
 Excerpt 15 

“Reading dominated the game and might have won more convincingly, but Fara 
Williams had a penalty saved” (Brown-Finnis, 2019, emphasis added) 

 
In excerpt 15, the verb dominated is used to describe the team’s performance. As 
mentioned in the literature review, Mawson (2006) found that some traits, believed to 
be useful in an athletic career, are traditionally ascribed to men, but now more often 
used about women as well. These traits can, for instance, be aggressiveness and 
competitiveness. Dominance may be somewhat related to aggressiveness and this may 
show that the traits traditionally ascribed to men may now, to some extent, be used 
about women as well.  
 A performance that is important in the text can be found in the following 
sentence:  
 
 Excerpt 16 

“A 95th-minute winner from Jen Beattie against Liverpool keeps Manchester 
City’s title hopes alive, even if they are now hanging by a thread” (Brown-Finnis, 
2019, emphasis added) 

 
 The performance in excerpt 16 is the one by Jen Beattie. She is not, however, the most 
important thing in the sentence. The subject of this sentence is “A 95th-minute winner 
from Jen Beattie against Liverpool”. Jen Beattie, who scored the goal which is called 
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a 95th-minute winner, is not the most important part of the subject, grammatically. 
When dividing the subject into phrases it is found that the whole subject is a noun 
phrase, the head word of this noun phrase is winner. Within the noun phrase there is 
a prepositional phrase, this being “[f]rom Jen Beattie against Liverpool”. In this 
preposition phrase there are two other phrases, one noun phrase “Jen Beattie” and 
another prepositional phrase “against Liverpool”. In the last prepositional phrase, 
there is a noun phrase, this being the name of the other team: “Liverpool”. In the 
subject, Jen Beattie is not as important as the winner (in this case the goal), even 
though the winner was scored by her. However, the sentence could have worked 
without even mentioning the athlete at all and leaving the subject as “A 95th minute 
winner” (A 95th minute winner keeps Manchester City’s title hopes alive, even if they 
are now hanging by a thread). The author could just as easily have written in a 
declarative syntax format: “Jen Beattie scored a 95th-minute winner against 
Liverpool, which keeps…”, but chose not to. This may show that the winner is more 
important than the athlete who performed it, but the athlete is still mentioned, even 
though it was not grammatically needed, and this may show that she is somewhat 
important after all.  
 Excerpt 16 also has some relevance when studying the words used to name 
and describe the emotions of the athletes. The sentence contains the following: 
“…keeps Manchester City’s title hopes alive, even if they are now hanging by a thread”. 
The feeling in this sentence is the noun hope, which is kept alive. This seem positive, 
like the team actually has a shot at winning. The last part of the sentence, which 
contains a metaphor: “even if they are now hanging by a thread”, shows that they 
should, perhaps, not hope too much.  
 A single athlete’s emotions are not commonly stated, instead the emotions 
named are often connected to how a team is feeling or how they should be feeling:  
 
 Excerpt 17 

“More embarrassment for Everton against Yeovil” (Brown-Finnis, 2019, 
emphasis added) 

 
Excerpt 17 is used as a headline within the text, which means that it becomes somewhat 
prominent. Embarrassment may be a somewhat loaded feeling and the usage of it may 
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make the reader more interested in reading why the team could be (more) 
embarrassed.   
 In this article it was found that the usage of first and last name or only last 
name was most common, just as in the previous article. It was found that the 
performances themselves were more important than the athlete responsible for that 
performance. The emotions described in this article were ascribed to the athletes by 
the author. The athletes themselves did not mention their own feelings.  
 

4.3 Women’s hockey in The Telegraph 

This article was published in The Telegraph. It is about women’s hockey and is partly 
focused on previous games, and partly on the athletes’ performances. There are a few 
quotes in the text, some from athletes and some from the coaches.  
 This text is similar to the other ones in its usage of first and last name or 
only last name as a way to refer to the athlete, first and last name is used 7 times and 
only last name is used 5 times. In this article there is, however, one instance where an 
athlete’s first name is used:  
 
 Excerpt 18 

“From captain to coach Kate”. (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
 The usage of first name is more common when referring to female athletes (Bissel, 
2006) and to find it in an article shows that it may still be used when representing 
women. In excerpt 18 there is also a premodifier before the name, which makes it a 
noun phrase coach Kate. By representing this athlete as coach, it seems as though her 
title is very important and part of her identity.   
 In one sentence an athlete is referred to through the usage of the noun 
captain:  
 
 Excerpt 19 

“But the former GB captain has clearly revelled in her first season as co-head 
coach at Hampstead & Westminster”. (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
That she is referred to as former captain shows that she has, of course, been a captain, 
but also that it is something worth mentioning. It is similar to how age has been used 
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in other articles. By using captain instead of using her name, it seems like the fact that 
this person is captain, is more important than her name. It could mean that the author 
believes that the readers of this article do not need the athlete’s name, since they may 
already know who the captain is.  
 In this text, it is mainly the teams or a group of team members that are 
given attributes:  
 
 Excerpt 20 

“Holcombe may not have the star-studded appeal of Surbiton, but the Kent side 
will head into the League Finals at Lee Valley with bragging rights after finishing 
the regular season top of the table” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added).  

 
In excerpt 20, two teams are being attributed, one may have a star-studded appeal and 
one may not have this appeal. Another instance where a team is given attributes can be 
found in the following excerpt:  
 
 Excerpt 21 

“A slender 1-0 win over relegated Canterbury on Saturday saw Holcombe – who 
have a number of Welsh internationals, hold off Surbiton, who beat Bowdon 
Hightown 4-0” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
Excerpt 21 provides an example where a team is described as having a number of Welsh 
players, and a number of players are attributed as being Welsh internationals. This 
may also be because the importance of where athletes are from, as seen in other 
articles. People may be proud of an athlete from their own hometown.  
 When naming the athletes’ performances, it is both the performance made 
by a team and by individual athletes that are mentioned. In excerpt 21 the performance 
of the team Holcombe is described as hold off:  
 
 Excerpt 22 

“Canterbury on Saturday saw Holcombe /…/ hold off Surbiton” (Gilmour, 2019, 
emphasis added). 

 
Later in the text a previous performance of Surbiton’s is described as beat:  
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 Excerpt 23 
“who beat Bowdon Hightown 4-0”. (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 
 

A single athlete’s performance is described like this:  
 
 Excerpt 24 

“Sophie Bray scored her third hat-trick in a row as East Grinstead beat Clifton 
Robinsons 3-2” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
In excerpt 24: scored, a verb, is used to describe what happened in the game and the 
noun hat-trick, is the name of the performance. According to Oxford Learner’s 
Dictionary (2010), hat-trick is what three scores made by the same athlete in a game 
is called.  
 This article deals with the subject of women’s hockey, not just hockey. This 
can be found already in the title of the article:  
 
 Excerpt 25 

“Women’s hockey talking points: Holcombe claim top sport ahead of League 
Finales” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
The usage of women’s in excerpt 25 shows that this is something other than just 
hockey. Segrave, McDowell and King III (2006) found that it is called only the name of 
the sport, i.e. hockey, when men are performing it. No explanation is needed in those 
instances, the readers will understand that it is men who are performing. This usage of 
women’s may therefore make it seem as though the real sport is the one performed by 
men.  
 The author does not name the emotions of the athletes. The only thing that 
comes close to emotions can be found in the following sentence:  
 
 Excerpt 26 

“With seven internationals in his side, the GB women have been told they can 
only play two out of four club games across their League Finals and the Euro Club 
Cup campaigns over injury and fatigue concerns” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis 
added). 
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The actual feeling mentioned in excerpt 26 is the noun concern, which is probably what 
the coach is feeling, not the athletes. The athletes are the ones being injured and 
fatigued and this may be the cause of the concern the coach is feeling. When analyzing 
the meaning of this sentence, the previous paragraph needs to be considered:  
 
 Excerpt 27 

“Although Surbiton men will have a full squad for their Euro Hockey League trip 
over Easter, Garrard has a decision to make with the Great Britain women 
playing the following week” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
Excerpt 26 and 27 show that the author perceives a difference between the managing 
of the men’s and women’s teams. In excerpt 27 it seems as though it is obvious that the 
men will be able to play, while women cannot count on getting the opportunity. In 
excerpt 27 the author uses Surbiton men to name the team, which shows that in some 
instances it is needed to explain that the team written about now is men.  
 The athletes themselves name their emotions:  
 
 Excerpt 28 

“Great Britain forward Lily Owsley admitted to feeling “exhilarated” (Gilmour, 
2019, emphasis added). 
 
Excerpt 29 

“’To win is unbelievable’” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 
 

 Excerpt 30 
“’It’s been a tough journey, a though transition since the World Cup, and I feel 
exhilarated and relieved’” (Gilmour, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
The sentence that may be most interesting is excerpt 29. It may describe that the 
athlete is feeling very happy and perhaps surprised. But it also describes the team’s 
performance as unbelievable. Perhaps they should not be able to perform that way.  
 The usage of first and last name or only last name was most common when 
referring to the athletes in the article analyzed above. There was, however, one instance 
where an athlete’s first name was used. This may show that authors (and other people) 
are free to use athletic women’s first name if they wish to, even if it is not very common.    



   20 
 

 In this article it seemed like the author perceived a difference in how the 
women’s and men’s teams were managed. This could be found in excerpt 27, where the 
author put the fact that the men’s team were going to have a full squad ready for the 
championships, in contrast to the women’s team, that still needed decisions to be made 
about them and their participation.  
 

4.4 Canadian women’s soccer squad in Edmonton Journal 

This article was published in Edmonton Journal and is about the Canadian women’s 
soccer squad. The team lost to England some years ago and the author is writing about 
the feelings from that loss and how a new win will not erase those feelings. In the text 
there are some quotes from the athletes.  
 Once again, the two most common ways to refer to the athletes are by 
using first and last name. The author refers to the whole team through three different 
formulations, the first one can be found already in the title of the article:  
 
 Excerpt 31 

“Rematch against England will not necessarily heal old wounds for Canadian 
Women’s soccer squad” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   

 
In excerpt 31 the fact that the athletes are women has to be emphasized. This 
formulation, with only a one-word difference, is used in the first paragraph of the 
article: 
 
 Excerpt 32 

“The pain still lingers for midfielder Desiree Scott and other members of the 
Canadian women’s national soccer team who lost to England in the quarter 
Final of the 2015 FIFA Women’s world cup” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).  

 
The only difference between excerpt 31 and 32 (when only considering how the teams 
are named) is that one has the word squad while the other has the word team.  
 The second way to refer the whole team can be found in the following 
sentence:  
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 Excerpt 33 
“Scott, Stephanie Labbe, Kadeisha Buchanan, Allysha Chapman, Ashley 
Lawrence Jessie Fleming, Sophie Schmidt, Adriana Leon, and Christine Sinclair 
are the remaining members of the Canadian team that lost 2-1 to England four 

years ago” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   
 
 Here the author does not use women’s when naming the team. This may be because 
some of the team members are being named, and because of the names being female 
names it is not needed to state again that it is a women’s team. This could mean that 
this structure is just as gendered as the ones using women’s. It is impossible to know 
whether the author chose to leave out women’s because it does not matter whether the 
athletes are women, or if it was left out because of it being obvious that the people 
mentioned were women.  
 Women’s is used when referring to the athletes again:  
 

Excerpt 34 

“Since then, the women’s game has grown in England and the women’s national 
team is now third in the FIFA world rankings, two spots ahead of Canada” (Van 
Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   

 
Women’s national team, which is a gendered adjective with a genitive structure, occurs 
twice more. One is exactly the same while the other is a little different:  
 
 Excerpt 35 

“In the United States, the women’s national soccer team filed a lawsuit against 
their federation for institutional wage discrimination” (Van Diest, 2019, 
emphasis added).  

 
The difference here is that the author added the word soccer.  Once again, the author 
uses women’s and this may show that sports in which women perform are something 
other than sports performed by men, and perhaps not even as good as the sports 
performed by men.  
 One of the athletes is quoted when she said the following sentence:  
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 Excerpt 36 
“I think Canada, especially, has rallied behind this team and I think us as women 
and as a team that has done well in the past, we have to keep pushing those 
boundaries and asking for what we deserve” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   

 
 In this sentence the athlete refers to herself and her team as us as women and as a 
team. This may show that the athletes themselves are very aware of the fact that women 
in sport are, perhaps, not as highly regarded as men. She also refers to her team as 
being women, and this seems to be an important point. It may be an urging for women 
to help and stand up for other women.  
 Age and hometown are used by the author as an attribute:  
 
 Excerpt 37 

“Scott, 31, a Winnipeg product, was playing her professional soccer in England 
at the time”. (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   

 
As said before, in the analysis of the previous articles, when age is used as an attribute 
it shows that the athlete’s age is important, but in this excerpt, it is not the only 
important thing about her. Here, the town the athlete is from is also important.  
 One performance of interest that is described in this article is not about 
athletic performance, but about women fighting to be given the same things that are 
freely given to men. What they are fighting for may be fair compensation:  
 
 Excerpt 38 

“Fair compensation is what female athletes have been battling to obtain for 
years” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   

 
The athletes have had to battle to be given what might be easily given to male athletes. 
This shows that women are not regarded or treated the same as men. 
 The athletic performances and the result of them are, of course, also 
mentioned:  
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 Excerpt 39 
“The pain still lingers for midfielder Desiree Scott and other members of the 
Canadian women’s national soccer team who lost to England in the quarter Final 
of the 2015 FIFA Women’s world cup” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).  

 
The team lost, so the performance may have been bad. Lost is a verb which shows that 
the team was unsuccessful. Another way to refer to a performance can be found in 
excerpt 40:  
 
 Excerpt 40 

“They played a scoreless tie against Switzerland in a training match and then 
defeated Norway 1-0 in an exhibition game in Spain in January” (Van Diest, 2019, 
emphasis added).   

 
The team played a game that ended in a tie. The performance is not described in a way 
that helps the reader understand how the scoreless tie happened, however. We are not 
told about the actual events in the game. 
 A description of a league can be found in the following sentence:  
 
 Excerpt 41 

“Scott has since moved on and is now playing with the Utah Royal FC of the 
National Women’s Soccer League.” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   

 
The descriptive word is women’s, which is not normally used to describe nouns but to 
show ownership, but when used in this fashion it may be a way to describe that this is 
not a league for men. A similar construction can be found in excerpt 42:  
 
 Excerpt 42 

“Since then, the women’s game has grown in England and the women’s national 
team is now third in the FIFA world rankings, two spots ahead of Canada” (Van 
Diest, 2019, emphasis added).  

 
Once again women’s is used to state that the game is not one where men perform or 
compete. Women’s sports are something else.  
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 The emotions described in this article have a lot to do with the previous 
loss:  
 
 Excerpt 43 

“The pain still lingers…” (Van Diest, 2019, emphasis added).   

 
And: 
 
 Excerpt 44 

“A win against England in an exhibition game at the Academy Stadium in 
Manchester on Friday will not heal the wound of four years ago in Vancouver, 
but would help in the buildup for this summer’s World Cup in France” (Van Diest, 
2019, emphasis added). 

 
Pain is described in both excerpts. The athletes still feel the pain of losing and the 
wound that caused the pain has not healed, although it was some years ago that the 
wound was cut.  
 The analysis of this article showed once more that the usage of first and 
last name or only last name is most common when referring to the athletes. It was also, 
once again, found that it may not be just soccer or a sports game when women are the 
athletes, but that it is actually women’s sports.  
 

4.5 Drama queen in Edmonton Journal (& Calgary Herald) 

This article was first found in Edmonton Journal, but it later turned out that it had 
been published in the Calgary Herald as well. The author could not be found, but the 
work is attributed to The Associated Press. The article could not be found on The 
Associated Press’ website, however.  This text is about tennis players. It is the shortest 
text in the study and contains one short quote.  
 Last name is the most common way for the author to refer to the athletes 
in this article. First and last name is only used once for each tennis player (two in total) 
and in the beginning of the text. In the title, one of the athletes is referred to as teen 
and through her last name:  
 
 



   25 
 

 Excerpt 45 
“’Drama queen?’ Teen Andreescu beats Kerber again at Miami” (The Associated 
Press, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
The usage of teen, the informal form of the adjective teenager, may be because the 
author wishes to show that the athlete is young and therefore talented, since she won. 
But it also shows that this athlete is not much more than her age. Age is so important 
that it is part of how she is referred to. 
 One athlete refers to her opponent as:  
 
 Excerpt 46 

“Biggest drama queen ever” (The Associated Press, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
Drama queen means, according to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2010) that 
someone behaves as if a small event or problem is bigger than it actually is. Queen is 
the title for a woman and therefore drama queen is a gendered expression that 
describes women as dramatic.  
 The athletes are referred to through the author’s usage of age and 
nationality: 
 
 Excerpt 47 

“Andreescu, an 18-year old Canadian, defeated Kerber in the Indian Wells final 
for her first career title”. (The Associated Press, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
When age is used like this it may show that age is important, but it is not the only 
important thing. Nationality may show, as said above, that the place an athlete is from 
has meaning. People often cheer for the ones coming from their own country in sports 
settings.  
 Emotions are mentioned in the following sentence:  
 
 Excerpt 48 

“Indian Wells champion Bianca Andreescu beat Angelique Kerber the second 
time in a week, and the result left hard feelings” (The Associated Press, 2019, 
emphasis added). 
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The feelings that are mentioned are hard feelings. These hard feelings could perhaps 
be anger, which caused the athlete to call her opponent drama queen. While drama 
queen is a gendered expression the fact that the athlete does feel hard feelings shows 
that a female athlete is not expected to be happy for and nice to the opponent if she 
herself loses. 
 This article is different in its usage of the informal form of the adjective 
teenager. The usage of teen shows that once again the age of the athlete is important in 
articles about sports and women. Further, the usage of drama queen, not used by the 
author but by the athlete, may show that the athletes are aware of sports not being the 
same for women as for men. 
 

4.6 Kandi Wyatt in Calgary Herald 

Kandi Wyatt, the boxer whom this article is about, is getting ready for a fight in Greece. 
The article is about her, the world of combat sports and women in that world. This 
article also contains a few quotes from the athlete herself and her coach.  
 The athlete in this article is referred to through her first and last name, 
and sometimes only last name, just as in the other articles. The first time she is referred 
to is in the headline:  
 
 Excerpt 49 

“Kandi Wyatt looks to bring WBO title to Calgary” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis 
added). 

 
and later in the article (excerpt 50) her last name is used:  
 
 Excerpt 50 

“Her success will also benefit local promoters like Dekada, which has been 
booking Wyatt semi-frequently” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
Bissel (2006) claims that it is more common for women to be referred to by first name. 
In this article the athlete is referred to through the usage of only first name four times, 
and always by a member of her team, not by the author:  
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 Excerpt 51 
“’Kandi’s worked extremely hard, her weight is perfect and her head is in the right 
place at the right time’” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
The usage of only first name in excerpt 51 shows that the athlete’s team are close 
enough to her that they may use her first name. But it is possible that they would not 
have used the first name of the athlete, had it been a man.  
 The athlete’s age is of importance, but is used as an attribute, not as a way 
to refer to the athlete. It comes after a quote made by the athlete:  
  
 Excerpt 52 

“’At the end of the day, it’s just another fight,’ the 27-year-old Wyatt said prior to 
leaving for Greece” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
By using her age as an attribute, the author implies that age is one of the most 
important things about the athlete. The athlete is also referred to in a way that is not 
used in the other articles:  
 
 Excerpt 53 

“Wyatt, originally from Rocky Mountain House, is a boxer who fights out of the 
Calgary Boxing Club and possesses a sterling 8-0 record” (McNeil, 2019, 
emphasis added). 

 
 The attribute of interest in excerpt 53 is boxer, a noun, which shows that in a way, the 
athlete is her sport. She is not only a person, a woman that competes in a combat sport, 
she is a boxer. This construction is not used in any of the other texts, where the focus 
is mainly put on other attributes, such as age or gender.  
 The coach describes the athlete by naming some of her previous titles: 
 
 Excerpt 54 

“’She did well in her amateur career, she was a multi-time national champion, 
she’s been a many-time Ringside world champion’” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis 
added). 
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Excerpt 54 shows that there is prestige in the titles and previous performances, 
especially when they have been won more than once. The titles may be used to show 
that the athlete is excellent at her sport and that she is a winner. The coach also says:  
 
 Excerpt 55 

“’Kandi’s worked extremely hard, her weight is perfect and her head is in the 
right place at the right time’” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis added). 

 
In excerpt 55 the coach mentions the athlete’s weight, something that might be natural, 
since the classes a boxer competes in are often divided so that the athletes will fight 
someone that weighs as much as them. However, how women are supposed to look and 
behave is constantly shaped by media (Talbot, 1998), so to speak about a woman’s 
weight in an article like this is a potentially loaded subject.  
 In this article the performances that are described are more prominent 
than the ones by a single athlete:  
 
 Excerpt 56 

“In the world of combat sports, females have been taking the world by storm” 
(McNeil, 2019). 

 
Excerpt 56 shows that the world of combat sports is a world in which females have been 
uncommon, or perhaps not allowed. They have had to fight for their places in this 
world. As Lundquist Wanneberg (2011) stated, sports were created for men, and this 
sentence shows that women do not have an obvious place in this world. That “females 
have been taking the world by storm” also shows that women are not expected to be 
able to perform in the way that they have.  
 The author of this article has not written about the way the athlete is 
feeling. Instead the quotes made by the athlete and her team show how the athlete is 
feeling. There are, however, places where it is not only the athlete’s emotions that are 
of importance:  
 
 Excerpt 57 

“’We’re very confident’” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis added). 
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Excerpt 57 is a quote from the coach and the usage of we’re shows that they are a team 
and that it may not be the athlete’s feelings alone that are of importance. The athlete 
herself says that:   
 
 Excerpt 58 

“It’s sunk in and I am very excited, but, at the same time, I’m also really focusing 
on staying calm and trying not to let it get in my head too much, so that it doesn’t 
psyche me out.” (McNeil, 2019). 

 
 In excerpt 58 the athlete describes how she is feeling and how she is handling those 
feelings. She does not, unlike her coach, talk about the feelings of the team which 
contains herself and her coaches. She is only concerned with how she herself is feeling. 
Traditionally, women have been the ones caring for others (Eckert & McConnell-Ginet, 
2003), for example the family. This athlete, however, talks about her own feelings and 
leaves the rest of the team’s feelings out. 
 In this article it was found that women may be referred to through the 
sport in which they compete: “Wyatt, originally from Rocky Mountain House, is a 
boxer” (McNeil, 2019, emphasis added). This occurred only once in the article and not 
in any of the other articles.  
 Once again it was obvious that women have not had an obvious place in 
the sports world: “In the world of combat sports, females have been taking the world 
by storm”. This has occurred in some of the other articles as well. One example can be 
found in excerpt 38 (see 4.4 above) from Edmonton Journal: “Fair compensation is 
what female athletes have been battling to obtain for years” (Van Diest, 2019).  

5 Discussion  

Through the analysis presented in this paper some patterns in how women are 
represented have been found. Previous research showed that it is much more likely 
that a woman is referred to using words such as girl, or first name (Segrave, McDowell 
and King III, 2006; Bissel, 2006). First name was only used once in these six articles. 
Therefore, the only conclusion that is possible to draw is that it shows that it may be 
acceptable and used but it is not as common as using first and last name or only last 
name. It is important to note that the material used for this study has been somewhat 
limited and therefore it is not possible to draw any definite conclusions.  
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 Women’s sports are not just sports. When women are active in sports it 
has to be stated that there are women competing. This is something that previous 
research has found as well: Segrave, McDowell & King III (2006) found that the 
usage of women’s does show that it is something different from normal sports, which 
is the sports performed by men. That sports are best performed by men may also be 
found in other ways than through the usage of women’s. In the first article presented 
in the previous section (4.1 Laura Muir in The Guardian) it could be seen through the 
presentation of the record by the athlete, and the possibility of her winning a double-
double. When she could be better than a man, it had to be explicitly stated. But when 
she smashed a record for women, it seemed as it would be obvious to the reader that 
the athlete was not faster than a man. In the last article presented [4.6 Kandi Wyatt 
in Calgary Herald], the differences between sports performed by men and women, 
displayed that it was not obvious that women can be as good as, or better than, men. 
The sports world was a world for men and women had to fight for their place in that 
world. They had no obvious place there.   
 There was no occurrence of honorific titles, which may mean that the 
marital status of the athletes was not of interest. This may show that women do not 
belong to their (male) partners. Talbot (1998) had found that it is important in society 
to state whether or not a woman is married. In these articles that did not seem to be 
the case. 
 Age was used a few times in the different articles. The reason for this may, 
in some cases, be to show how far they have gotten in their career and this then shows 
how far they will be able to go from now on. However, there is still the possibility that 
women’s age is important. Women are supposed to be or at least look young and 
therefore age may be important. Niquita Karlsson (2o18) found that women’s age was 
mentioned in all the articles analyzed in her study and this might mean that age is a 
very important factor when writing about women, especially when it comes to the 
representation of older women.  
 In some of the articles it was not only the athletic performances of the 
athletes or teams that were of interest. That women may have had to fight for their 
place in the sports world could be seen through other performances. They had to fight 
so that they would be given fair compensation, something that may already be freely 
given to men in sports. This may have something to do with sports having been created 
for men (Lundquist Wanneberg, 2011; Mawson, 2006).  
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 Somewhat surprisingly there was not much focus put on the emotions of 
the athletes. The emotions that were presented by the authors were most often quite 
negative and often had a connection to a bad performance, or a performance that might 
not have had an affect even though it was a success.  
 This study showed that gender and language are closely connected. That 
women are regarded as less likely to perform outstandingly is a reality. At the same 
time, however, some authors also write about differences between how women and 
men are treated in the sports setting. In the future, there will hopefully be less of a 
difference between the language used about men and the language used about women. 
Authors play a key part in this. They are the ones that need to ensure that their 
language use does not change because of the athlete’s gender.  

6 Conclusion  

This study focused on women in sports. The aim of the study was to see how female 
athletes were described and referred to in sports articles. In conclusion, it may be said 
that sports articles in which the athlete is a woman is not just a sports article, but a 
sports article about females. Emphasis is, perhaps unknowingly, put on the fact that 
they are women. The analysis of these six articles show that women may not have an 
obvious place in sports settings. When searching for material for a study like this, one 
may find that there are many more articles about men in sports than about women in 
sports. One may also find that women does not have an obvious place through studying 
the language used in the articles.  
 Women were often referred to by their first and last name, or only last 
name, which may be a sign of respect. But the emphasis that was sometimes put on the 
athlete’s age shows that it is important when writing about women in sport. Whether 
or not age is important when writing about men is not possible to say based on the 
material used in this study. To be able to draw that conclusion one would have to make 
a comparison between articles about men and women.  
 There are some options for future research. This is a study comprised of 
six articles, from a short time period, that show how women may be regarded in sports 
settings during the present day. Therefore, a similar study could be carried out in the 
future to show how women are written about then, and whether anything has changed. 
There is also a possibility to make a comparison between articles about women, and 
articles about men. One could also use other methods in this research, perhaps 
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qualitative studies with women in sports, or other linguistic methodologies, like corpus 
linguistics.  Lastly, it could also be of interest to study texts from other cultures. 
Perhaps spoart articles about women in an Asian country, for example, are written 
differently. We need more qualitative and quantitative research to investigate this 
under-researched field. Furthermore, the findings should be integrated in training 
journalists for a more “gender-neutral” world of sports. 
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